APPENDIX IV

PARPAHEIN1
BY U KYIN U

SCENE 1
THE THRONE-ROOM

Enter KING and ministers. They discuss affairs of state. The
KING announces his desire to retire to a monastery. But he has
not as yet decided on a successor. There are three sons, the
eldest and youngest being the sons of the chief queen and the
other, the son of the queen of the 'northern wing of the palace',
who is of low birth but the favourite of the KING. Enter to an
extreme corner, away from KING and ministers, NORTHERN
QUEEN and her son, PARPAHEIN.

NORTHERN QUEEN. Oil of emeralds, lovely chain that is twisted and
worked in gold, necklace and locket that I shall always wear entwined
around my neck throughout my life, even if I were to live a thousand
years! Do you still think of the promise, made by your father to me
when you were but a suckling babe, sixteen years ago ? He promised
that you should be the successor to the throne after him.

PARPAHEIN. Yes, my beloved lady, I always remember and think
of it. He made that promise because you were the owner of his
gratitude, because you did some act for which he owed you a reward.
I want to rule this kingdom, my royal mother, and I think the time
is ripe for the promise to be fulfilled. Please go now and ask the
king to appoint me as his successor.

NORTHERN QUEEN. One whom I can never love fully to my satis-
faction, son of my heart whom I have always nursed and looked
after, my only child, in spite of your father's gratitude, I have only
my beauty. Birth and honour are lacking; I am only Mistress Beauty.
I am afraid that the golden city will not be given to you, the son of

*This play has been considered on pp. 65-8.